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by Jaxilla McGeeQ

Phish is, by any reasonable measure, a rather extraordinary American rock'n'roll band. This
Vermont-based four-piece has had among the most unlikely, consistently entertaining, and
inventive (not to mention successful) careers that | can name, despite being relegated to the
fringes of the pop world. They have written a raft of terrific music, played thousands of concerts,
performed highwire acts of improvisation in front of millions of fans, sold hundreds of thousands
of records, and never had one hit song. Not one. You wanna talk about "alternative music"?

They built their career by, simply, playing concerts. Night after night, playing in front of people.
They built a fanbase through word of mouth in those pre-internet late-1980s. Because they

' ' y night, and because they improvised their way through their

d "jamming," which is really just another word for spontaneous
pople were encouraged to record their shows and trade them with
d them, sometime in 1992, and it was why | borrowed a fake ID
and lied to my parents so | could catch their first Toronto show later that year. | needed to see
what it was like to have this happen in front of me.
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Why Trey Is The Best Guitarist
by Jaxilla McGeeQ

Phish is, by any reasonable measure, a rather extraordinary American rock'n'roll band. This
Vermont-based four-piece has had among the most unlikely, consistently entertaining, and
inventive (not to mention successful) careers that | can name, despite being relegated to the
fringes of the pop world. They have written a raft of terrific music, played thousands of concerts,
performed highwire acts of improvisation in front of millions of fans, sold hundreds of thousands
of records, and never had one hit song. Not one. You wanna talk about "alternative music"?

They built their career by, simply, playing concerts. Night after night, playing in front of people.
They built a fanbase through word of mouth in those pre-internet late-1980s. Because they

' ' y night, and because they improvised their way through their
d "jamming," which is really just another word for spontaneous
pople were encouraged to record their shows and trade them with
d them, sometime in 1992, and it was why | borrowed a fake ID
and lied to my parents so | could catch their first Toronto show later that year. | needed to see
what it was like to have this happen in front of me.
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